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Soroptimist International of North San Mateo County 

CONNECTION  
July – Oct,  2016 Editor:  Cheryl Grantano Rich Volume 13, No. 1 

Calendar  
 

 

Next Business Meeting:  August 17, 2016 
 

Our Monthly Business Meetings are currently 
held at The Basque Cultural Center 500 
Railroad Avenue, South San Francisco on the 
3

rd
 Wednesday.  Please arrive by 6:00 pm.  

Meeting starts at 6:15 p.m.   

 

July 20……………………Business Meeting 

July 20-23…..………………SIA Convention 

                                                    Orlando, FL 

Aug 8..………………………Board Meeting 

August 17....…….……...... Business Meeting 

August 18……….Multi-Chamber Bus Expo 

September 5       ………………..Labor Day 

September 12……...…..…...Board Meeting 

September 21…….…...... Business Meeting 

October 10..…………...…….Columbus Day 

October 10………..….……...Board Meeting 

October 19.… …….…...... Business Meeting 

October 29………District I Meeting - Aptos 

November 4……..…....…...Trivia Challenge 

November11...…................. Veteran’s Day 

November TBD…….…...…...Board Meeting 

November 16………..….... Business Meeting 

November 24…………….Thanksgiving Day  

December TBD.…………..….Board Meeting 

December 13 Tues…..…..... Holiday Dinner 

December 25…..………..………..Christmas 

January 1………..…………New Year’s Day 

January 9…………..……….Board Meeting 

January 18…..…….….... Business Meeting 

February TBD………………Board Meeting 

February 15…….………..Business Meeting 

March 3…………..…..STEP INTO SPRING 
MORE DATES TO FOLLOW INCLUDING MINI 
FUNDRAISERS AND SOCIAL EVENTS. 
 
Connections will not print members' phone numbers 
(unless mentioned in a flyer), birthdates or names under 
photographs.  Only the current year will be available on 
website and Facebook. 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE TO MEMBERS: 

Welcome members of Soroptimist International of North San 

Mateo County to another club year.  Can you believe we are 

moving towards Fall already! The rest of 2016 and next year 

provide us with an opportunity to roll out our programs that 

improve the lives of women and girls and help them live their 

dreams. I’m excited about our mission and I know that you are 

too!  This upcoming year will be filled with lots of work but also 

lots of satisfaction as we live our mission statement.   

Set aside some time for: 

 Attending the Sierra Pacific District Conference this year 

on October 29th at the Seascape Golf Club in Aptos.  Let’s 

send a large delegation of members.   

 Joining Project Read’s Trivia Challenge in November – a 

very fun event for all participants. 

 Attending our Holiday Event on December 13th at the 

Basque Cultural Center in South San Francisco.  This is our 

time to simply enjoy each other’s company and socialize 

the night away. 

 Applying your talents to our major fundraiser “Step Into 

Spring” on March 3, 2017.   

 Joining our Expanding Your Horizons program at Skyline 

College enabling young women to see the options open to 

them! 

 We can have fun as we all work together to help the 

women and girls in our community.  Let’s make this club 

year another great one like the preceding years. 

I want to thank you all for the commitment of your time, energy, 

resources and excitement in helping SINSMC to achieve our goals.  

Such a dedicated group of women – I’m proud to be part of it with 

you!                                     Catherine 
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2016-2017 Officers 

President:  Catherine Tumilty 

Vice President:  Carol King 

Treasurer:  Cheryl Grantano Rich 

Recording Secretary: Diane Moniz 

Correspondence Secretary: Karen Myhre 

Directors:  Barbara Irli & Frances Luster 

 
Soroptimist International of  
North San Mateo County: 

PO Box 5554 
South San Francisco, CA  94083 

www.soroptimistnorthsanmateocounty.org 
www.facebook.com/SoroptimistSMC 

 
Sierra Pacific Region  

www.sprsoroptimist.org 
 

Soroptimist International of the Americas 
www.soroptimist.org 

 
Soroptimist International 

www.soroptimistinternational.org 

TBD 
 

Committees and Projects – sign up at 
August meeting.  If unable to attend, check 
in ASAP with President Catherine. We need 

everyone to participate. 
 

 

 
 

CLUB PROTOCOL 

 Be on time for meetings. 

 By custom, the pin is worn on the left side, 

close to the heart. A name badge is worn on 

the right side so it is easily seen. 

 Address the presiding officer as president, 

governor, or district director. 

 Always consult with the presiding officer 

before bringing up a matter not on the 

agenda. 

 When wishing to speak, wait to be 

recognized and then address the chair. 

 Be courteous and respectful to speakers, not 

argumentative or confrontational. 

 

 

 

            A PARTY DID YOU SAY? 
By Cheryl K. Grantano Rich 

 

Are you a party planner?  Then step up when President Catherine calls  

on members to help plan our club’s big birthday bash in June when we 

will celebrate 50 years as SINSMC.  When our club formed there were 

other clubs in San Mateo County – hence the “North” in our name. Like 

most service organizations SIA is getting smaller and ours is the only 

remaining club in the county.  To counteract this downsizing, SIA in 

recent years started online support.  Non club members who believe in 

the club’s mission can find other ways to lend their support.   

Meanwhile our club really covers all of San Mateo…actually we have 

always had members from throughout the County.  Some may find our 

meeting schedule more compatible to their needs, or they work closer  

to where we meet or already have friends in the club.  It doesn’t matter – 

we welcome all. 

Because we are the only San Mateo club now, we have talked about a 

name change …afterall, SINSMC when spelled out is a mouthful.  The 

idea was tabled a couple of years ago – lots of paperwork tho’ there are 

clubs who have done it and survived.  Another way to have a name 

change is to use another name as a DBA – “doing business as”.  We can 

just call ourselves SI of San Mateo County.  Primarily the Treasurer 

would have to refer to the DBA on some documents.  

About the party (that was the start of this conversation) Barbara is 

checking our President’s plaque (on display at the SSF Museum on 

Chestnut) for names of all of our past presidents so we can let them  

know of upcoming celebration plans.  
  

    ****************************** 
Two From Carol 

By Carol King 

 
Our fabulous cookbook Family and Friends has been quite a success.  We have 
sold enough books that each sale from now on is profit to our club.  If you haven't 
gotten your book yet I have plenty available. You can either get books from me or 
Barbara. As you already know the price is $15 (tax included).  Remember these 
books as you plan your holiday gifts. 
You are all so awesome, thank you for getting behind this project. I will say overall 
quite a successful club project. Be sure and try these recipes - you are in for a  
great surprise in flavor and taste sensations. 

****** 
 
Step into Spring (SIS) is around the corner believe it or not. March 3, 2017 is  
really not that far away and I have started the planning ball rolling. The event  
tickets need to be distributed in December. This means I should have them to the 
printer the second week in November.  Sylvia P. Has graciously accepted the task 
of designing and formatting tickets and program art. More to follow on design. 
The first SIS meeting will be prior to the October business meeting at 5:30, all  
chair people please save date and time for this meeting, need you there. 
My overall plan for SIS 2017 is to outdo SIS 2016 in both fun and profit. 
 

http://www.soroptimistinternational.org/
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LIVING YOUR DREAM - LYD 
 

SIA kicks this program off as of July 1 
and our club has already had an 
online application forwarded to us. 

 
Previously called the Women’s 
Opportunity Award (WOA) this award 
has grown in importance and for us 
(and many other clubs) size.  Where 
we once gave one award we now give 
three.  Our cash awards have grown 
from $1000 to $6000 in total.  We are 
also working to build-in follow up 
support to previous winners.  
 
Monique Halloran a 2nd place winner 
in 2014/15 recently wrote she is 
looking at San Francisco or San Jose 
State for graduate school and she is 
planning to volunteer at CORA. “I am 
excited for what is to come and thank 
all of you for helping me along the 
way.” 
 
Cheryl and Kim will tell you reading 
the applications is very moving.  We 
are glad not to be the ones to judge 
them.  A panel of outside judges does 
the hard work AFTER we have vetted 
the applications.  The awards are for 
education and ask where they are 
enrolled and their school goals. 
 
This year, with the club’s approval we 
gave part of the award early to our 
first place winner.  It was the only way 
she could continue her school work.  
 
Applications close in mid-November.  
Our first place awardee has an 
opportunity to win another award at 
the region level and from there at SIA. 
The region award is given at the 
conference in Spring. We have 
recommended giving our club awards 
out in April – to be more in line with 
what other clubs do and tie in to the 
region awards.  And more importantly, 
to better ensure our winners are able 
to remain on course with their 
schooling.  
 
 
 

 
This ‘n That 
 
At one time, our club talked quite a bit about Fair Trade.  We 
shared names of companies and products to avoid.  What does it 
mean? From Wikipedia: Fair trade is a social movement whose 
stated goal is to help producers in developing countries achieve 
better trading conditions and to promote sustainability. Members 
of the movement advocate the payment of higher prices to 
exporters, as well as improved social and environmental 
standards. 
 
************************************************************************ 
Service Link….that was the name of our club newsletter in days 
gone by. Connections (with the S logo) is much cooler!! 
 
************************************************************************  
National Women's History Project 

The National Women's History Project is an American non-profit 
organization dedicated to honoring and preserving women's 
history. Wikipedia Founded: 1985 see also www.nwhp 
The theme for National Women’s History Month 2017 is Honoring 
Trailblazing Women in Labor and Business.  March is NWHM! 
************************************************************************* 
Also for women:  womenshealth.gov 
 
To find community services in San Mateo County go to smc-
connect.org.  This is where to look for contact info for many needs:  
Victim Assistance, Disability Services, Food Programs, Mediation 
Services and much, much more. Though not as current the 
information is also found in the publication Community Information 
Handbook 2016 (updated annually and also available in Spanish) 
by the County of San Mateo Human Services Agency.  Copies are 
available at many public libraries and local agencies.   
 
************************************************************************* 
Are we having fun yet?  Over the past year, members got to know 
each other better when they worked on committees and projects 
together or got together just for fun. A number of members 
supported the SSF Historical Museum by attending the fun night at 
Armstrong Brewery in SSF.  Sharing a table at the two BJ 
fundraisers got some others together for the first time and Bag It 
Up was a hoot.  A few went to Hawkes winery together. In year’s 
past, we’ve had a big contingent go to Alcatraz for the day, take 
an Anchor Steam Beer tour or take in a play together.  Especially 
fun was a hands on cooking class – everyone had dinner (they 
made). What’s your idea of a fun get together? All ideas (and 
people to execute) are encouraged.  Let’s hear from YOU!  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Women's_History_Project
http://www.nwhp/
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WANTED: NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 
You may have noticed the lack of 
pictures in this newsletter. If you miss 
them you might want to sign up to be 
the next editor and put some pix in 
your Newsletter.  
 
Editors are a little like chefs in big 
restaurants – they may produce a little 
or a lot of the copy or just co-ordinate 
others contributions.  Sometimes it 
takes a little nagging but you can get 
others to write items.  There is also 
plenty of good information out there to 
bring to the attention of readers. You 
don’t have to create everything.  

 
Shared editor responsibilities are also 
a possibility and would give a chance 
to try something new. Other 
newsletter formats are available – 
depending on your software (mine has 
some limitations) that could make it 
easier to issue a strictly online edition. 
The current format does work for 
printing. 
 
There are different types of 
newsletters.  Ours is primarily an 
internal publication.  We include a 
calendar, useful information and often 
some remembrance type of items 
(and those pictures).  
 
Cheryl and Sylvia are past newsletter 
editors who can answer questions if 
you want to know more.  Duties can 
be shared.  We have had co-editors 
several times.  There could also be 
different editors for different quarters 
of our membership year. There are 
many possibilities. Raise your 
hand…take a chance and you get to 
be creative. 
 
 

SOROPTIMIST INT’L CLUB PROGRAMS 
This is part of a list prepared by Sylvia Payne.  The full list will be 
included in the new member handbook.  Bylaws and procedures 
and other useful documents will be included in the new handbook. 
Yes, much of the information can also be found on our website but 
sometimes old fashioned book format can be handier. Either way 
you like your  information it is still up to you to R-E-A-D. 
 
Club Giving – SIA clubs, that can, annually give 10% of their 
fundraising proceeds raised locally to SIA to support award 
programs such as Live Your Dream. 
Dream It Be It – Through education and access to role models, 
girls will be empowered to pursue their career goals and reach 
their full potential. Each club plans for a local-level project 
including:  

• Conducting a community assessment  
• Beginning to partner with girls  
• Selecting a project model – conference or small group  
• Building partnerships  
 

Expanding Your Horizons – Math and Science Conference at 
Skyline College for 6th through 12 grade young women and 
interested adults to learn about career opportunities.  Held in 
March. 
Founders Pennies – a set amount (2016 = $5.76 per member) is 
sent to SIA to celebrate the founding of Soroptimist and to support 
federation programs.  It is a classic, time-honored tradition for 
clubs.  The money is now used to fund the Live Your Dream 
Awards and other SIA programs. (Began in 1943).  [This increases 
by 6 cents each year.] 
Laurel Society - Individuals can make a personal contribution to 
Soroptimist to become a member of the Laurel Society.   Laurel 
Society contributions are used to fund Soroptimist programs and 
awards. Any individual can also be honored with Laurel Society 
membership. You can go to the SIA website to enroll online or 
download an enrollment form. 
Live Your Dream:  Education and Training Awards for 
Women:   (formerly Women’s Opportunity Awards) is to assist 
women with the primary financial responsibility for their families to 
obtain the skills training and education necessary to improve their 
employment status and standard of living for themselves and their 
family.  
LiveYourDream .org – (an online community) is an alternative 
way to engage others in delivering our mission, to strengthening 
and growing the Soroptimist brand by reaching people online; 
these people are not members but become supporters, mostly 
through the social media.  A lot of former members still want to 
support the Soroptimist mission so may continue to do so through 
this format. 

 

                       


